Chronic pulmonary aspergillosis: a frequent and potentially severe disease.
Chronic pulmonary aspergillosis is a pulmonary fungal infection with various presentations that can occur on a pre-existing cavity, often a sequel of tuberculosis. The objective of our study was to report the diagnostic and therapeutic management of pulmonary aspergilloma in our structure. We retrospectively studied 81 cases of pulmonary aspergilloma having occurred in the respiratory diseases unit of the Casablanca Ibn Rochd hospital, over 11 years. We included 48 male and 33 female non-immunocompromised patients, with an average age of 51 years (27-75). A history of tuberculosis was recorded in 78 cases. Hemoptysis was the revealing symptom in 73 cases. A characteristic "bell-like" image was observed in 25 cases. The serological results were positive for aspergillus in 54 cases. The treatment was surgical in 50 cases and medical in 24 cases. Five patients died. A significant number of pulmonary aspergilloma cases were recorded in our study, occurring most frequently on sequels of tuberculosis. This disease is currently common in countries highly endemic for tuberculosis; early and adequate management is required. Aspergillosis is a frequent and potentially severe disease occurring on pre-existing lesions, most often in our context sequels of tuberculosis. Surgical resection is the reference treatment but is the cause of a significant morbidity and mortality. Preventive measures are mandatory.